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M ToMATO TRUCK EX- -
%, PLODES :

Willie C. Tatum
In Very Critical

. An unexplained explo- ..
sion Tucaday aftcrnoon .

. . at the L, J, Nobles load--
ing dock sent 27 yearold
Willie C. Tatum to Nap-
les Community Hospital
in extremely criticalcon-
dition, completely demo-
lished one "Piggy Back'-.
trailar and smashad in

© the side of a gecond traijl-
ar. 3
. The accident ocourred
al 5:36 p.m.as the trail-
er was being gassed up
with Ethylene gas,which
is usedasapreservative
by some packers to in-
sure good guality toma-
toes arriving at their de-
stination in the north, ..
The gas is highly inflam
able, but there was no

| flame. The roof of the

.me troiler was caved in.
Tomatoes were scatler-

apparent reason for the
‘gas to explode. Deisel

motors were running,but . |il o4 all over the ground in
were at least 30 fest a- . i

] their carton boxes,some
way and no one nearby .. |

" o which were broken,
was smoking, Therewere |l pwq witnesses who saw
four trailers side byside  the.aceident-told Shariifs
at the dock, ; Deputy Don MeCarty that
_Tatum was on a motor | i they saw the accidenthap-
driven fork lift at the | pen. nguddenly it happen-
rear of the truck when [l Eﬂ"mﬂ! gald, "and the )
the explosion occurred. trailer blew apart and
The rear doors of the Il flames were spouting .
trailer were cracked to | from the nozzle of a tank
permit the hose convey of Ethelene."
h".lg the pas into the trail- | Another employes on
er.Suddenly the two rear the dock ran over and
doors blew backward

[ turned off the tank of
lmocking Tatum off the

Ethylene. Wiy
fork lift and burning him The Immokalee Volun-
severely with the bolt of

| teer Fire Department
wag called to the scene,
Fut there was no fire to
put out. Hi El3

trailer peeled off forward (14
and landed in the parking- (!

area 50 feet from the Tatum was mshe::l to -

trailer, The sides of the ! .| Naples Community Hos-
trailer blew out so vio- ‘T | 5i10) by Zippo Ambulance
lently that the side of i Service, L
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. gontinued on page 4




